
Caldwell County                                                Board of Commissioners 

Lenoir, NC          October 7, 2019 

          6:00 p.m. 

 

 

Present: Randy T. Church, Chairman 

  Mike LaBrose, Vice-Chairman 

  Jeff Branch 

  Donnie Potter 

  Robbie Wilkie 

Staff Present: Stan Kiser, County Manager 

  Thomas Welch, Clerk to the Board 

  TJ Rohr, Attorney (Filling in for David Lackey) 

 

Chairman Church called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

Regular Session 

Chairman Church welcomed everyone in the audience and watching via television. 

Rev. Randy Goode, Senior Pastor at Kings Creek Baptist Church delivered the invocation and 

Commissioner Wilkie led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Church asked the Clerk if there were any amendments to the agenda.  County Clerk informed 

the Chairman there were 4 amendments to the agenda: add Item G under Consent Agenda to approve a 

Grant Application Request from the Little River Fire Department, add Item H under Consent Agenda to 

approve a Fireworks Display Permit, add Item C under Appointments for Jury Commission 

Reappointment, and add Item number 12 to move into closed session pursuant to NCGS 148-

318.11(a)(5) to discuss the potential acquisition of property.  Hearing the recommended amendments to 

the agenda, Vice-Chairman LaBrose made a motion to approve the agenda as presented and amended 

by the Clerk; motion carried unanimously. 

Recognition of Retiree 

Sheriff Alan Jones recognized Deputy Erle Davis for his years of service to Caldwell County and its 

Citizens.  Commissioners echoed those words of thanks and Deputy Davis was presented with a 

personalized clock as a token of appreciation. 

 

 



Reports 

Blue Ridge Community Action was scheduled to deliver a presentation on their organization detailing 

operations, financials, personnel, and standard operating procedures.  Their representative was absent 

from the Commissioners’ meeting. 

Public Hearings 

Deborah Murray, Executive Director of the Economic Development Commission requested the 

Commissioners approve a jobs incentive package and accompanying resolution for a building reuse 

grant in support of “Project Big Top.”  During her presentation, Ms. Murray revealed that “Project Big 

Top” was the code name given to local furniture manufacturer, Fairfield Chair.  Upon hearing the 

presentation, Chairman Church opened the public comment period, and having none, closed the public 

comment period.  Commissioner Branch made motion to approve the jobs incentive of $2,000 per job, 

up to 32 jobs; motion carried unanimously.  Commissioner Potter made motion to approve the 

accompanying resolution, motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 

Building Reuse Program  
Authorizing Resolution 

Fairfield Chair Company Development Project 
 
Whereas, the Caldwell County Board of Commissioners and Deborah Murray, Executive Director of 
Caldwell County Economic Development Commission, are currently working with an existing Caldwell 
County Industry’s potential expansion to create up to 32 new jobs, and   
 
Whereas, the North Carolina Department of Commerce has begun its preliminary review of this 
economic development project to determine the company’s eligibility for a Building Reuse grant based 
on the creation of up to 32 new jobs over a three (2) year period, and 
 
Whereas, the Building Reuse grant requires a local government to serve as the formal applicant for 
these incentive grant dollars on behalf of the company, and 
 
Whereas, the Caldwell County Board of Commissioners has approved a Local Jobs Incentive of $2,000 
per new job created up to $64,000 during its October 7, 2019 meeting, and  
 
Whereas, Caldwell County elected officials and staff have previous experience in the administration of 
the Building Reuse program and are willing to provide assistance in the implementation of this project.  
 



Now Therefore Be It Resolved the Caldwell County Board of Commissioners agree to formally serve as 
applicant for the Fairfield Chair Company Building Reuse grant and authorize the Chairman to sign 
appropriate certifications for the local government applications related to this grant. 
 
Adopted this 7th day of October, 2019. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________    ____________________________ 
Thomas Welch, Clerk to the Board  Randy T. Church, Chairman 
                Caldwell County Commission  

 

Commissioner Branch made motion to reopen the Conditional Use Permit hearing involving Verizon 

Wireless from the July 22 meeting; motion carried unanimously.  Vice-Chairman LaBrose did not vote on 

any matters pertaining to this Conditional Use Permit Application because he was absent during the 

original hearing.  Planning Director Shelley Stevens briefed the Board of Commissioners on the Public 

Hearing that took place during the July 22 meeting regarding the Conditional Use Permit Application by 

Verizon Wireless.  At the initial hearing, Commissioners postponed a vote on issuance of the permit until 

October 7.  Representatives from Verizon Wireless were in attendance at the October 7 meeting, 

however none of the other parties were present to introduce any new evidence.  Hearing no new 

evidence and after receiving confirmation from Ms. Stevens that Verizon Wireless had submitted all 

required documentation, Commissioner Potter made motion to approve the Conditional Use Permit; 

motion carried unanimously (Vice-Chairman LaBrose did not vote).  Commissioners requested Verizon 

Wireless and all other parties involved in the cell tower construction and subsequent usage make 

available accurate and updated contact information to ensure county officials could maintain 

communication.  Said parties agreed to do so. 

Ms. Stevens also presented a request for rezoning by Middle Street Developers and Caldwell Timber 

Partners.  The request covers a 432.54 acre parcel east of the Connelly Springs Road near Lake Rhodhiss.  

The requesters would like the parcel rezoned from residential/agricultural to planned unit development 

for single family usage.  Mr. Stevens informed the Board that if the rezoning were granted, the property 

would meet all requirements of the land use plan.  Representatives from Middle Street Developers said 

they had completed an impact study for local schools and traffic and were in talks with Baton Water 

Corp. regarding water and the potential to purchase more from the City of Lenoir.  Commissioners made 

clear that a main concern would be apartments or businesses being placed on the property.  Middle 

Street Development representatives ensured the Board their plan was to only build single family homes 

in the proposed subdivision.  Commissioner Wilkie made motion to approve rezoning request; motion 

carried unanimously. 

Items for Decision 

County Manager Stan Kiser informed the Board that the previously approved land agreement to 

purchase the Lower Creek property, which will be swapped with the Board of Education for 3 parcels in 

Granite Falls, would be finalized with closing on Friday, October 11.  Mr. Kiser asked Board to approve a 



budget revision allowing for the purchase of this property.  Commissioner Branch made motion to 

approve the budget revision; motion carried unanimously. 

Mr. Kiser informed the Board that the County offer to purchase a building in Granite Falls was accepted 

by the owner.  The building will serve as the future site of the Granite Falls branch of the County Library.  

Vice-Chairman LaBrose made motion to approve the necessary budget revision to complete the 

purchase; motion carried unanimously. 

Lesley Mason, Library Director, gave a brief presentation regarding some upcoming options the Library 

has in applying for Federal Grants.  Two of the grants, due in March, were under $50,000 and required a 

county match, and one of the grant options (letter of intent due in Nov) was for funds in excess of 

$50,000 and will require a 25% County match in funding.  Commissioner Potter made motion to approve 

the larger EZ project grant request and accompanying letter of intent to be prepared in November; 

motion passed 3-2.  Chairman Church and Commissioner Branch voted no.   

Consent Agenda 

County Manager Stan Kiser asked Commissioners to approve the following items under the Consent 

Agenda: 

Approve minutes from September 9, 2019 meeting. 

Approve JCPC reimbursement budget revision of $439.81. 

Approve Rescue Readiness Tax budget revision of $76,002.30. 

Approve EMS donation budget revision of $2,000.00 

Approve Library Budget Revision of $5,540.00 to spend funds from bicycle grant program.  

Approve resolution to surplus service weapon and convey to retiring Deputy Erle Davis. 

Approve Little River Fire Department grant application for driveway repairs. 

Approve Fireworks display permit. 

After hearing the items on the Consent Agenda, Commissioner Wilkie made motion to approve the 

items; motion carried unanimously. 

Appointments 

County Clerk Thomas Welch presented the following names/appointments to the Board for 

consideration:   

John W. Hayes, Board of Health 

Sue T. Smith, Nursing Home Community Advisory Committee 

Faye R. Higgins, Jury Commission 

Chairman Church made motion to approve the appointment of said individuals; motion carried 

unanimously. 

Chairman Church made motion to move into closed session at 7:16 p.m.; motion carried unanimously. 



At 7:55 p.m., Commissioner Wilkie made motion to exit closed session; motion carried unanimously. 

There being no further business, Vice-Chairman LaBrose made motion to adjourn at 7:57 p.m.; motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

 

 


