
Caldwell County                     Board of Commissioners 

Lenoir, NC          November 4, 2019 

          6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Present: Randy T. Church, Chairman 

  Mike LaBrose, Vice-Chairman 

  Jeff Branch 

  Donnie Potter 

  Robbie Wilkie 

Staff Present: Stan Kiser, County Manager 

  Thomas Welch, Clerk to the Board 

  David Lackey, County Attorney 

 

Chairman Church called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

Public Comment 

Three people signed up to speak during the public comment period: AJ Novak, Lauren Clark, and Betsy 

Williams.  All three made comments regarding animal control and the proposed new animal control 

building. 

Regular Session 

Chairman Church welcomed everyone in the audience and watching via television. 

Rev. James “Ike” Perkins, Senior Pastor at Mount Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church delivered the 

invocation and Commissioner Potter led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Church asked the Clerk if there were any amendments to the agenda.  County Clerk informed 

the Chairman there were 3 proposed amendments to the agenda:  add item 8E under Consent Agenda 

to replace a server for the 911 Call Center using 911 funds, add item 8F under Consent Agenda to 

replace damaged flooring in the lower level of the Alden E. Starnes County Office Plaza using money 

from fund balance, and add item 9C under Appointments to appoint veterinarian Dr. Rebecca Whisnant 

to the Board of Health to fill a vacancy.  Hearing the recommended amendments to the agenda, Vice-

Chairman LaBrose made motion to adopt the agenda as presented and amended by the Clerk; motion 

carried unanimously. 

Reports 

Melinda Price and LaWanda Knox from Caldwell County DSS appeared before the Commissioners to 

highlight foster and adoption services within Caldwell County.  In 2018, Caldwell County DSS finalized 42 

adoptions (which is low for the agency) and through October 2019 37 adoptions have been finalized, 



including 5 sibling groups and 2 out-of-state adoptions.  Chairman Church made motion to adopt a 

proclamation recognizing November as National Adoption Awareness Month; motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION 

ADOPTION AWARENESS MONTH  

IN CALDWELL COUNTY 

NOVEMBER 2019 

 

 WHEREAS, every child deserves the chance to grow up in a loving, stable family 

and adoption is one way to build a family; and 

 WHEREAS, caring adults can make all the difference in the lives of young people, 

sibling groups, children of different ethnicities and youth who have been harmed by 

abuse and/or neglect; and 

 WHEREAS, the annual observance of Adoption Awareness Month in November is 

a celebration of all North Carolina adoptions; and    

 WHEREAS, in 2018, 42 children in Caldwell County were adopted from foster care, 

and 

 WHEREAS, in 2018, 49 foster families in Caldwell County were licensed to provide 

loving, permanent families, and  

 WHEREAS, all Caldwell County families with love in their hearts and homes are 

encouraged to share their love with available children through adoption, and 

WHEREAS, each County Department of Social Services of the State of  North 

Carolina, Foster Care and Adoption units works diligently to place foster children in 

adoptive homes, and 

 NOW, THEREFORE, We, the Caldwell County Board of Commissioners of the State 

of North Carolina do hereby proclaim November 2019, as “ADOPTION AWARENESS 

MONTH”.  We commend this observance to our citizens as an opportunity to celebrate 



foster and adoptive families and spread awareness on behalf of the children in Caldwell 

County and North Carolina who are waiting for a loving family. We further encourage the 

communities, businesses, groups, schools, faith-based organizations and families to 

participate in efforts to find permanent, loving families for Caldwell County’s waiting 

foster children.   

 

Adopted this the 4th day of November, 2019 

Attest: 

             

Randy T. Church, Chairman 

Thomas Welch, Clerk to the Board          

       

 

 

Public Hearings 

Deborah Murray, Executive Director for Caldwell County EDC, appeared before the Board to request an 

updated Resolution for Fairfield Chair Company.  During the October Commissioners’ meeting, members 

voted in favor of a Resolution approving a jobs incentive package for $2,000 per job, up to 32 jobs.  

Fairfield now wishes to amend the Resolution to 40 new jobs, increasing the potential County incentive 

money $16,000.  Chairman Church declared the public hearing open and with no one appearing to 

speak, declared the public hearing closed.  Commissioner Branch made motion to approve the new 

Resolution; motion carried unanimously. 

 

 
 
 

 
Building Reuse Program  

Revised Authorizing Resolution 
Fairfield Chair Company  



Economic Development Project 
 

Whereas, the Caldwell County Board of Commissioners and Deborah Murray, Executive 

Director of Caldwell County Economic Development Commission, are currently working with an 
existing Caldwell County Industry’s potential expansion to create up to 40 new jobs, and   
 

Whereas, the North Carolina Department of Commerce has begun its preliminary review of this 

economic development project to determine the company’s eligibility for a Building Reuse grant 
based on the creation of up to 40 new jobs over a two (2) year period, and 
 

Whereas, the Building Reuse grant requires a local government to serve as the formal applicant 

for these incentive grant dollars on behalf of the company, and 

 

Whereas, the Caldwell County Board of Commissioners has approved a Local Jobs Incentive of 

$2,000 per new job created up to $80,000 and 
 

Whereas, Caldwell County elected officials and staff have previous experience in the 

administration of the Building Reuse program and are willing to provide assistance in the 
implementation of this project.  
 

Now Therefore Be It Resolved the Caldwell County Board of Commissioners agree to 

formally serve as applicant for the Fairfield Chair Building Reuse grant and authorize the Chairman 
to sign appropriate certifications for the local government applications related to this grant. 
 

Adopted this 4th day of November, 2019. 
 
ATTEST: 
 

______________________________    ____________________________ 
Thomas Welch, Clerk to the Board  Randy T. Church, Chairman 
                Caldwell County Commission   
 

Before proceeding to the Consent Agenda, Chairman Church recognized News-Topic reporter Virginia 

Annabelle.  She will be moving on to other employment and the Nov. 4 meeting is her last covering the 

Commissioners.  Chairman Church along with the other Commissioners thanked Virginia for her accurate 

reporting and her services to the citizens of the county during her tenure.   

Consent Agenda 

County Manager Stan Kiser presented the following items for Commissioner approval from the Consent 

Agenda:  minutes from October 7, 2019 meeting, a budget revision ($52,294) to roll unused funds from 

FY 2018/2019 to 2019/2020 to purchase a patrol car approved for purchase the previous year, a budget 

revision ($21,298) for grant funds received by the Caldwell County Health Department from the US 



Department of Health and Human Services, authorize a Resolution Exempting Engineering Services, a 

budget revision ($99,806) to use 911 funds to replace a failing server in the 911 Call Center, and a 

budget revision ($7,500) to use fund balance monies to repair damaged flooring in the Alden E. Starnes 

County Office Plaza.  Commissioner Wilkie made motion to approve the Consent Agenda as presented 

by the County Manager; motion carried unanimously. 

Appointments 

County Clerk presented the following appointment applications for consideration by the Board of 

Commissioners:  Adam Wilson, Walter Moore, and Dino DiBernardi as ETJ appointees to the newly 

combined Sawmills Planning and Adjustment Board.  Thomas Fairclough,  Robin Nicholson, Gary Barger, 

and Aaron Berwick as appointees to the Local Emergency Planning Committee.  Dr. Rebecca Whisnant to 

fill a veterinarian vacancy on the Caldwell County Board of Health.  Commissioner Potter made motion 

to approve all appointments; motion carried unanimously. 

There being no more business, Vice-Chairman LaBrose made motion to adjourn at 6:40 p.m.; motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

   

 

 

 


