
Caldwell County                     Board of Commissioners 

Lenoir, NC          November 16, 2020 

          6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Present: Randy T. Church, Chairman 

  Mike LaBrose, Vice Chairman 

  Jeff Branch 

  Robbie Wilkie  

Absent:  Donnie Potter, excused 

 

Staff Present: Stan Kiser, County Manager 

  Thomas Welch, Clerk to the Board 

  David Lackey, County Attorney 

 

Chairman Church called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

Public Comment 

Barbara Kirby and Amanda Bregel appeared to address the Commissioners during the public comment 

period. 

Regular Session 

Chairman Church welcomed everyone in the audience and watching via television.  Rev. Bob Copeland 

of Tabernacle Advent Christian Church in Lenoir, NC delivered the invocation and Commissioner Branch 

led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Church asked the Clerk if there were any amendments to the agenda.  Clerk informed the 

Chairman there was one proposed amendment to the agenda:  add item 8J to the Consent Agenda to 

appoint Teresa Kinney, Hudson Planner with WPCOG, as Review Officer.  Vice Chairman LaBrose made 

motion to adopt the agenda as presented and amended by the Clerk; motion carried unanimously. 

Quasi-Judicial Hearings 

Chairman Church turned the meeting over to County Attorney David Lackey to conduct two quasi-

judicial hearings.   

The first hearing was in regards to a solar farm being proposed in the Grace Chapel area.  Witnesses 

were sworn by the Clerk before presenting any testimony.  Shelley Stevens, Planning Director, spoke 

first and detailed the materials received by the Planning Board and recommended, on behalf of the 

Planning Board, the project be issued the requested conditional use permit.  Dewey Reid, a neighboring 



resident to the project, spoke and made clear he was not in opposition to the solar array as long as the 

developers kept their word to properly mitigate erosion issues and keep equipment clean to prevent the 

spread of fire ants.  He also mentioned vegetative buffers which had been agreed upon by residents and 

developers.  Seth Wilmore from Oriden, LLC, Jason Lingle from Blue Ridge Energy, and Evan Becka from 

Pisgah Energy all spoke to the project as well.  They informed the Board of Commissioners more about 

the specifications of the project and reiterated the measures being taken to care for the environment 

and neighbors surrounding the project.  Commissioner Branch made motion to grant the conditional use 

permit; motion carried unanimously. 

The second hearing was in regards to a cell tower proposed in the Happy Valley area.  Witnesses were 

sworn by the Clerk before presenting any testimony.  Shelley Stevens, Planning Director, spoke first and 

detailed the materials received by the Planning Board and recommended, on behalf of the Planning 

Board, the project be issued the requested conditional use permit.  Attorney Karen Kemerait, spoke on 

behalf of TowerCo 2013, LLC.  She informed commissioners more about specifics of the project and told 

them about a petition gaining twenty or more signatures from people in the affected area asking that 

the conditional use permit be granted to improve their cell and internet service.  No members of the 

public appeared to speak in favor of or in opposition to the project.  David Lackey asked if either David 

Hockey or Michael Berkowitz, also sworn, would like to continue with testimony on behalf of TowerCo 

2013, LLC.  Neither felt the need and the hearing was concluded.  Commissioner Wilkie made motion to 

grant the conditional use permit; motion carried unanimously.   

Items for Decision 

Taylor Hoover with the Health Department appeared before the Commissioners to request approval to 

apply for the Drug Free Communities Grant.  Ms. Hoover is also the Co-Chair of A Drug Free Caldwell.  

The grant requires no financial match.  Vice Chairman LaBrose made motion to approve application 

request; motion carried unanimously. 

At the two previous meetings, tax collector Monty Woods presented the proposed Schedule of Values 

for the upcoming Revaluation and a property advertised public hearing was held regarding the proposed 

Schedule of Values.  The schedule is now ready to be adopted.  Commissioner Branch made motion to 

adopt the proposed Schedule of Values for the upcoming Revaluation; motion carried unanimously. 

County Manager Stan Kiser presented a proposed update to the County’s nuisance ordinance which 

would exempt farm animals and equipment from noise ordinance violations.  Chairman Church made 

motion to adopt the updated ordinance language; motion carried unanimously.    

Jimmy Harrison, Human Resources Director, presented an updated Personnel Policy and asked that the 

Commissioners adopt the policy, making it effecting Jan. 1, 2021.  The policy will replace the current 

ordinance.  Chairman Church made motion to repeal the Caldwell County Local Government Personnel 

Ordinance and replace it with the proposed Caldwell County Local Government Personnel Policy 

effective Jan. 1, 2021; motion carried unanimously 

Consent Agenda 

County Manager Stan Kiser requested the following items be approved as part of the consent agenda:  

approve minutes from October 12, 2020 meeting, approve budget revision of $15,000.00 for additional 

funding to Caldwell County Schools for athletics, approve budget revision of $45,000.00 for site 



improvements and paving at the Connelly Springs Road Convenience Site, approve budget revision of 

$55,240.58 for the Sheriff’s Department to replace patrol car, approve CARES Act expenditure request 

for a High-Risk Infection Control Ambulance, amend the 2011 electronic listing resolution to extend time 

for filing electronic listing of personal property to coincide with April 15 tax filing deadline, approve 

resolution to appoint Dustin Millsaps, Sawmills Planner with WPCOG, as review officer, approve budget 

revision of $84,050.05 for Finance Department to cover closing costs on debt refinance, approve 

resolution to General Assembly to request partisan filing in future School Board races, and approve 

resolution to appoint Teresa Kinney, Hudson Planning with WPCOG, as review officer.  Commissioner 

Branch made motion to approve consent agenda as presented by the County Manager; motion carried 

unanimously. 

Chairman Church made motion at 7:34 p.m. to enter into closed session pursuant to NCGS 143-

318.11(a)(3), to consult with the county attorney and preserve attorney-client privilege between the 

attorney and the public body; motion carried unanimously. 

Commissioner Wilkie made motion at 8:24 p.m. to exit closed session; motion carried unanimously. 

At 8:25 p.m., Vice Chairman LaBrose made motion to adjourn the meeting; motion carried unanimously. 

 


