
Caldwell County                     Board of Commissioners 

Lenoir, NC          May 18, 2020 

          6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Present: Randy T. Church, Chairman 

  Mike LaBrose, Vice-Chairman 

  Jeff Branch 

  Donnie Potter 

  Robbie Wilkie 

 

Staff Present: Stan Kiser, County Manager 

  Thomas Welch, County Clerk 

  David Lackey, County Attorney 

 

Chairman Church called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 

Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

Regular Session 

Chairman Church welcomed everyone in the audience and watching via television.  Vice-Chairman Mike 

LaBrose delivered the invocation and Commissioner Wilkie led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Chairman Church asked the clerk if there were any amendments to the agenda.  County Clerk informed 

Chairman  there were 7 proposed amendments to the agenda:  remove item 8B, public hearing to 

consider establishment of Gamewell Rescue District, move Preliminary Plat Approval for Caldwell 

Timber Partners from public hearings to items for decision, add Covid-19 Project Ordinance and budget 

revision under items for decision, remove JCPC member replacement application from consent agenda, 

add a budget revision for animal control architecture fees ($50,000) to consent agenda, add a budget 

revision for Sheriff’s Department lost vehicle replacement ($35,000) to consent agenda, and add 

resolution to cap tax levy in proposed Gamewell Rescue District to consent agenda.  Vice-Chairman 

LaBrose made motion to adopt the agenda as presented and amended by the clerk; motion carried 

unanimously. 

Recognition of Retirees 

Debbie Hatton from the Health Department and Sandy Rich from Board of Elections were recognized for 

the retirement from Caldwell County.  Debbie Hatton was present; Sandy Rich was unable to attend. 



Proclamations 

Beverly Ruppard from DSS presented information regarding Older Americans month and after a motion 

by Commissioner Wilkie and unanimous vote, the Board of Commissioners adopted a proclamation 

recognizing May as Older Americans month. 

Chairman Church recognized law enforcement in honor of National Police Week.  A proclamation was 

read and, after motion by Commissioner Potter, adopted unanimously.   

Public Hearing 

Deborah Murray, Executive Director of the EDC appeared before the Commissioners to present an 

economic incentive request on behalf of “Project Jorgai”.  Chairman Church opened the public hearing 

for comment, and having none declared the public hearing closed.  Commissioner Wilkie made motion 

to approve the request; motion carried unanimously.   

FY 2020-2021 Budget Presentation 

County Finance Officer Tony Helton and County Manager Stan Kiser presented the proposed budget for 

the upcoming fiscal year to Commissioners. 

Items for Decision 

County Manager Stan Kiser presented the Commissioners with an offer submitted for a piece of 

property the county owns.  Commissioner Branch made motion to accept the offer of $350,000 for the 

property in question; motion carried unanimously.  The sale will follow upset bid and notice procedures. 

Shelley Stevens, planning director, appeared on behalf of Caldwell Timber Partners to request a 

preliminary plat approval for a subdivision.  Chairman Church made motion to approve the preliminary 

plat; motion carried unanimously.  

Emergency Services Director Dino DiBernardi appeared before the Commissioners to give an update on 

the CARES Act funding Caldwell County would be receiving, about $1.5 million.  In order to spend this 

money and hire a consultant to facilitate proper vetting of expenditures, Chief DiBernardi asked 

Commissioners to approve a project ordinance and accompanying budget revision.  Commissioner 

Potter made motion to approve the ordinance and budget revision; motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda 

County Manager Stan Kiser requested the Commissioner approve the following items on the consent 

agenda: 

Approve minutes from April 13, 2020 meeting, approve DSS budget revision of $12,499.05 for the Low 

Energy Assistance Program, approve Health Department budget revision of $9,680.45 for WIC grant, 

approve fee waiver resolution, approve budget revision to allocate $43,422 from contingency funds for 

Valmead EMS base construction modification, approve budget revision to allocate $131,000 of flow 

through funding for fire districts, approve JCPC budget revision for discretionary funding for Caldwell 

Friends $915, approve JCPC funding plan and annual certification, approve Emergency Services request 

to apply for Coronavirus Emergency Supplemental Funding Program through US Dept. of Justice, Office 

of Justice Programs, and Bureau or Justice Funding, approve budget revision of $50,000 for animal 



control architecture fees, approve Sheriff’s Department budget revision of $35,000 to replace patrol 

vehicle, and approve Resolution to cap a tax levy in proposed Gamewell Rescue District.  Vice Chair 

LaBrose made motion to approve the items on the consent agenda as presented by the County 

Manager, contingent upon an updated Animal Control architectural fees budget adjustment being 

submitted for the next meeting, which would outline how much of the allocated $50,000 will be 

unencumbered after all outstanding payments have been made.  Motion carried unanimously. 

There being no more business to conduct, Commissioner Potter made motion to adjourn at 7:16 p.m.; 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 


