
Caldwell County                     Board of Commissioners 

Lenoir, NC         May 17, 2021 

          6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Present: Randy T. Church, Chairman 

  Mike LaBrose, Vice Chairman 

  Jeff Branch 

  Donnie Potter 

  Robbie Wilkie 

 

Staff Present: Stan Kiser, County Manager 

  Thomas Welch, Clerk to the Board 

  David Lackey, County Attorney 

 

 

Chairman Church called the meeting to order at 6:03 p.m. 

Public Comment 

No one signed up to speak during the public comment period. 

Regular Session 

Pastor Rick Bowman of Crossroads Church delivered the invocation and Commissioner Wilkie led the 

Pledge of Allegiance.   

Chairman Church asked the Clerk if there were any proposed amendments to the agenda.  Clerk 

informed the Chairman there were two proposed amendments to the agenda:  add item “D” under 

proclamations for “National Police Week” and add item “M” under consent agenda to approve a 

partnership between the Health Department and Smart Start to hire a NC Child Care Health Consultant 

as well as a budget revision for $63,801 (to the County from Smart Start) to fund the position and 

purchase supplies.  Chairman Church said he wished to add a closed session at the end of the public 

portion of the meeting per North Carolina General Statutes 143-318.11(a)3 and 6 to consult with the 

County attorney and preserve attorney-client privilege and discuss a personnel matter.  Vice Chairman 

LaBrose made motion to adopt the agenda as presented and amended; motion carried unanimously. 

Proclamations 

Chief Dino DiBernardi came forward to read the proclamation in honor of EMS week.  Chairman Church 

made motion to adopt the proclamation; motion carried unanimously. 



Felicia Woods with DSS and April Austin with the Senior Center came forward to read the proclamation 

in honor of Older Americans Month.  Commissioner Branch made motion to adopt the proclamation; 

motion carried unanimously. 

Kim Arnett and Crystal Henderson came forward to speak about Social Workers and give information 

about their jobs and daily duties in honor of Social Work Month, which was in April. 

Chairman Church read a proclamation in honor of National Police Week and Commissioner Potter made 

motion to adopt the proclamation; motion carried unanimously 

Presentations 

Representatives with Tri-County Speedway came before the Commissioners to deliver a check of funds 

donated by race teams, drivers, and fans.  The funds were donated specifically to purchase safety 

equipment for the Caldwell County Sheriff’s Department.  Commissioner Branch made motion to accept 

the donated funds; motion carried unanimously. 

Taylor Hoover with the Health Department came before the Commissioners to deliver the “State of the 

County Health Report”.   

County Manager Stan Kiser and Finance Director Tony Helton presented the proposed FY 2021-2022 

budget to Commissioners.  Chairman Church made motion to call for a public hearing at the June 21, 

2021 Board of Commissioners regularly scheduled meeting; motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda 

County Manger Stan Kiser requested the following consent agenda items be approved:  approve 

minutes from March 8 and April 12 meetings, approve budget revision of $72,982.10 for DSS for the Low 

Energy Assistance Program, approve budget revision of $15,000 for the Water Department to increase 

revenue to cover a budget shortage, approve Emergency Services purchase of a drone for $7,466.10, 

approve budget transfer of $8,493.87 for the Health Department to purchase a laboratory grade freezer 

to store Covid-19 vaccines, approve budget revision of $20,000 to increase flow-through funding for 

occupancy tax to the Chamber of Commerce, approve budget revision of $147,000 to increase revenue 

and subsequent expenditures for each fire district based on tax collections, approve budget revision of 

$53,360 to cover cost of mowing through the end of FY 2021/2021, approve addition of Environmental 

Health Program Specialist position, approve a Resolution to cap tax rate on a potential rescue district in 

Sawmills, approve a Resolution for surveying County-owned property at the intersection of Falls Avenue 

and Grace Chapel Road in Granite Falls, call for the cancellation of Collettsville Water Tank project with 

plans to re-bid when construction costs stabilize, and approve the partnership with Smart Start and 

budget revision of $63,801 to hire and provide supplies for a NC Child Care Health Consultant.  Vice 

Chairman LaBrose made motion to adopt the Consent Agenda as presented by the County Manager; 

motion carried unanimously. 

Appointments  

Two vacancies were present on the Library Board.  Four applicants applied to fill those vacancies:  

Allison Butler, Christine Helton, Emily Gibbons, and Donna South Benge.  Commissioners were given a 

ballot containing all four names and were instructed to vote for two and sign their ballot.  The Clerk 



tallied the votes and Christine Helton and Emily Gibbons received the most votes.  Commissioner Wilkie 

made motion to appoint these two applicants to the Library Board; motion carried unanimously. 

Chairman Church concluded the public portion of the meeting and the Board convened in Closed 

Session.   

At 8:51 p.m. Commissioner Potter made motion to exit Closed Session; motion carried unanimously. 

At 8:52 p.m. Commissioner Potter made motion to adjourn the regular meeting of the Board of 

Commissioners; motion carried unanimously. 

 

 


