
Caldwell County                     Board of Commissioners 

Lenoir, NC          March 9, 2020 

          6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Present: Randy T. Church, Chairman 

  Mike LaBrose, Vice-Chairman 

  Jeff Branch 

  Donnie Potter 

  Robbie Wilkie 

Staff Present: Stan Kiser, County Manager 

  Thomas Welch, Clerk to the Board 

  David Lackey, County Attorney 

 

Chairman Church called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.   

Public Comment 

There was no public comment. 

Regular Session 

Chairman Church welcomed everyone in the audience and watching via television.  Revered Rob Evans, 

Pastor of Dry Ponds Baptist Church delivered the invocation and Commissioner Branch led the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Chairman Church asked the clerk if there were any amendments to the agenda.  County Clerk informed 

Chairman there were two proposed additions to the agenda: add item 6 to the agenda to approve a 

resolution in support of the biennium state budget, which would be sent to Governor Roy Cooper and 

also add item K under Consent Agenda for a Sheriff’s Department budget revision of $300 using monies 

from donated funds.  Vice-Chairman LaBrose made motion to adopt the agenda as presented and 

amended by the Clerk; motion carried unanimously. 

Recognition of Retirees 

Julie J. Yount from the Health Department and Elizabeth Amanda Triplett from Administration were 

recognized for their service to the citizens of Caldwell County and were congratulated on their 

retirement.  Cynthia A. McCurry from the Department of Social Services was not able to attend but was 

placed on the agenda to be recognized for her retirement. 

 

 



Proclamation in honor of Social Worker Appreciation Month 

Will Wakefield, DSS Director, presented comments on the value of Social Workers to our community and 

asked that the Board adopt a proclamation in their honor.  Mr. Wakefield read the proclamation and 

Commissioner Branch made motion to adopt the proclamation; motion carried unanimously.  

Biennium Budget Resolution  

North Carolina State Senator Warren Daniel appeared to speak to the proposed resolution in support of 

the Biennium State Budget.  His slot was moved down in the agenda due to unforeseen transportation 

delays.  Senator Daniel suggested minor changes to the proposed resolution to strengthen verbiage and 

Commissioner Potter made motion to adopt the resolution upon making the necessary changes; motion 

carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings 

Deborah Murray, Executive Director of the EDC, appeared to request four economic development 

incentives. 

1. A confidential company, Project Q, seeks a local jobs incentive of $2,000 per job for up to 400 

new full-time jobs to be created over a three-year period of time to run concurrently with the 

State’s economic development incentives and a five-year property tax grant for 75% of the new 

assessed tax base added to the existing tax base of the selected property. 

 

Chairman Church declared the public hearing open, and being no comment, it was declared 

closed.  Commissioner Wilkie made motion to approve the complete request as stated above; 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

2. Local company, Roblon, is seeking a local jobs incentive of $2,000 per job for up to 30 new jobs 

to be created over a one-year period.   

 

Chairman Church declared the public hearing open, and being no comment, it was declared 

closed.  Vice-Chairman LaBrose made motion to approve the complete request as stated above; 

motion carried unanimously.  

 

3. A confidential company, Project Drumstick, seeks a local jobs incentive of $2,000 per job for up 

to 15 new jobs to be created over a two-year period.   

Chairman Church declared the public hearing open, and being no comment, it was declared 

closed.  Chairman Church made motion to approve the complete request as stated above; 

motion carried unanimously. 

4. A confidential local manufacturer, Project Trilogy, seeks a local jobs incentive of $2,000 per job 

for up to 60 new jobs to run concurrently with the company’s Building Reuse Grant, for which 

City of Lenoir will be the applicant. 



Chairman Church declared the public hearing open, and being no comment, it was declared 

closed.  Commissioner Potter made motion to approve the complete request as stated above; 

motion carried unanimously. 

Shelley Stevens, Planning Director appeared before the Commissioners on behalf of Curtis Gaines to 

request a rezoning of property.  Ms. Stevens informed the Board Mr. Gaines’ request is supported by 

Planning Staff and is consistent with necessary compliance requirements.  Commissioner Wilkie made 

motion to adopt the following consistency statement as well as approve the rezoning; motion carried 

unanimously.  

“Motion to recommend approval because the amendment is consistent with the County’s 

Comprehensive Land Development Plan; does not negatively impact the surrounding neighborhood and 

adjacent properties, and promotes public health, safety, and welfare.” 

Presentation 

Brian Horton with WPCOG and Rob Weisz with NCDOT appeared to provide Commissioners with 

updates to road projects in the area and give information as to selection and prioritization of said 

projects.   

Items for Decision 

Health Director Anna Martin and Animal Control Supervisor Pam Culbreth appeared before the 

Commissioners to request supplemental funding for an animal control adoption trailer.  They said 

fundraising efforts had compiled $12,300 toward the purchase of the trailer, but they would need an 

additional $7,300 from fund balance to complete the purchase.  Chairman Church made motion to 

approve purchase and necessary budget revision; motion carried unanimously.  

County Manager Stan Kiser presented a resolution to place a tax cap on a proposed rescue district tax at 

5 cents ($.05) for the Gamewell Fire District, should the district decide to collect a rescue tax.  

Commissioner Branch made motion to adopt the resolution; motion carried unanimously.  

Consent Agenda 

County Manager Stan Kiser requested the Commissioners approve the following items on the Consent 

Agenda: 

Approve minutes from February 3, 2020 meeting, approve DSS budget revision of $587 for the Low 

Income Energy Assistance Program, approve Sheriff’s Department budget revision of $5,000 to use 

donated funds to cover D.A.R.E. graduation expenses, approve Health Department budget revision of 

$7,249 for replacement of Adult Dental X-ray Sensor, approve updated fee schedule from the Caldwell 

County Planning Department, approve Needs-Based Public School Capital Fund Annual Report, call for 

work session meeting on March, 23, 2020, approve audit contract with Martin Starnes and Associates 

for FY 2019-2020, approve letter of support to NCDOT for SCREAM Half Marathon, approve Resolution 

Commemorating 100th Anniversary of 19th Amendment, and approve Sheriff’s Department budget 

revision of $300 for donated funds.  Vice-Chairman LaBrose made motion to approve items on the 

Consent Agenda as presented by the County Manager; motion carried unanimously.  



There being no more business to conduct, Commissioner Potter made motion to adjourn at 7:08 p.m.; 

motion carried unanimously.  


