
 

 

Caldwell County                     Board of Commissioners 

Lenoir, NC         March 8, 2021 

          6:00 p.m. 

 

 

Present:  Randy T. Church, Chairman 

  Mike LaBrose, Vice Chairman 

  Jeff Branch 

  Donnie Potter 

  Robbie Wilkie 

 

Staff Present: Stan Kiser, County Manager 

  Thomas Welch, Clerk to the Board (via telephone) 

  David Lackey, County Attorney 

 

Chairman Church called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 

Public Comment 

Thomas Northcutt, Bob Dominko, and Jason Safriet addressed the commissioners during public 

comment period.   

Regular Session 

Chairman Church welcomed everyone in the audience and watching via television.  Jason Hines, Lenoir 

Fire Department Chaplain, delivered the invocation and Commissioner Branch led the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Chairman Church asked the Clerk if there were any proposed amendments to the agenda.  Clerk 

informed the Chairman there was one proposed amendment to the agenda: add item 8J to the consent 

agenda, a budget revision of $238,402 from the Women’s and Children’s Health Section/Immunization 

Branch for the Health Department to be used in planning and conducting mass Covid-19 vaccination 

clinics.  Vice Chair LaBrose made motion to adopt the agenda as presented and amended by the clerk; 

motion carried unanimously. 

Public Hearings 

Deborah Murray, EDC Executive Director, came before the Board to request economic development 

incentives on behalf of Project Xplode.  Public hearing was opened and no one came forward to speak; 

public hearing was closed.  Commissioner Potter made motion to approve a Local Jobs Incecntive for 

Project Xplode in the amount of $2,000 per new job created for up to 100 new jobs, totaling up to 

$200,000 during a two-year grant period to coincide with the company’s Building Reuse Grant (if 

awarded); motion carried unanimously.  



 

 

Chairman Church recognized Planning Director Shelley Stevens to bring a proposed rezoning before the 

Board.  Ms. Stevens presented a rezoning request on behalf of Danny and Brenda Kincaid for a piece of 

property in the Kings Creek area.  Public hearing was opened and Mr. and Mrs. Kincaid, Evelyn, Morton 

Smith, and Kristina Moore with the Broadway Group spoke in favor of the rezoning.  Charles Woodie, 

James Wheeling, Cecil with the Kings Creek Fire Department, and Mr. Patel (adjacent store owner) spoke 

in opposition to the rezoning.  The public hearing was closed after all interested parties had been given 

opportunity to speak.  Commissioner Branch made motion to send the rezoning request back to the 

Planning Board to look into rezoning only the portion of the Kincaid’s property necessary for their 

intended use.  Entire parcel was 20 plus acres and the applicant stated only a couple acres is needed to 

be rezoned.  Motion carried unanimously. 

Planning Director Shelley Stevens brought before the Board a Special Use Permit on behalf of Cityswitch 

II-A, LLC.  The group is requesting a Special Use Permit to erect a cell tower.  Chairman Church turned 

the meeting over to attorney David Lackey who swore in witnesses who may participate in the quasi-

judicial hearing.  No one signed up to speak in opposition to the cell tower.  Karen Kamereit, attorney 

representing the applicant gave a brief run-down of the request.  All requirements had been met on the 

part of the applicant.  Commissioner Branch made motion to issue the Special Use Permit and adopt the 

associated findings of fact; motion carried unanimously.  Attorney David Lackey turned the meeting back 

over to Chairman Church. 

Items for Decision 

Facilities Maintenance Manager Bryan Davis appeared before the Board to request acceptance of a 

grounds maintenance bid for Hatton’s Lawn Care.  Standard bid process was adhered to and the bid 

from Hatton’s was the lowest reasonable bid received.  Commissioner Potter made motion to accept the 

bid and award the grounds maintenance contract to Hatton’s Lawn Care; motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda 

County Manager Stan Kiser requested the following items be approved as part of the consent agenda:  

approve minutes from February 8, 2021 meeting, approve Resolution requesting DOT repair of a 

sinkhole along Highway 321 South, approve budget revision of $231,747 for Board of Elections to allow 

expenditure of HAVA Funds and CARES Act Funds, approve budget revision of $60,313 to transfer 

leftover funds from EMS base construction projects to Animal Control architectural design project, 

approve budget revision of $34,000 for Animal Control to complete necessary repairs, approve budget 

revision of $100,000 as county match in support of the Blue Ridge Electric project to bring high speed 

internet to Northern Caldwell County, approve acceptance of donation of 75” TV from Aaron’s 

Furniture, approve budget revision of $2,500 for the Sheriff’s Department to cover Captain Mark 

Shook’s retirement, approve budget revision of $34,762 for the Health Department in grant funding to 

upgrade WiFi in the Health and Human Services building, and approve budget revision of $238,402 for 

the Health Department to accept funding from the Women’s and Children’s Health 

Section/Immunization Branch to be used in planning and implementation of mass COVID-19 

vaccinations.  Vice Chair LaBrose made motion to adopt the consent agenda as presented by the County 

Manager; motion carried unanimously. 

Appointments 



 

 

Commissioner Wilkie made motion to appoint Kent Greer and Jeff Church to the Planning Board; motion 

carried unanimously. 

Chairman Church made motion to appoint Dale Caldwell, Tim Gordon, and Betty Smith as ETJ members 

to the Hudson Planning and Board of Adjustment. 

There being no more business to conduct, Commissioner Potter made motion to adjourn at 8:00 p.m.; 

motion carried unanimously. 

 

 


