
Caldwell County                     Board of Commissioners 

Lenoir, NC         June 15, 2020 

          6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

Present: Randy T. Church, Chairman 

  Mike LaBrose, Vice-Chairman 

  Jeff Branch 

  Donnie Potter 

  Robbie Wilkie 

 

Staff Present: Stan Kiser, County Manager 

  Thomas Welch, County Clerk 

  David Lackey, County Attorney 

   

 

Chairman Church called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m. 

Public Comment 

Charles Senf appeared to offer public comment. 

Regular Session 

Chairman Church welcomed everyone in the audience and watching via television.  Nicky Waters, Pastor 

at Poovey’sChapel Baptist Church, delivered the invocation and Commissioner Potter lead the Pledge of 

Allegiance. 

Chairman Church asked the Clerk if there were any amendments to the agenda.  County Clerk informed 

the Chairman there were no proposed amendments to the agenda.  Vice-Chairman LaBrose made 

motion to adopt the agenda as presented by the Clerk; motion carried unanimously. 

Recognition of Retirees 

Cynthia Younce and Angela Carter from the Health Department were both recognized for their years of 

service to the citizens of Caldwell County and presented with clocks as a token of appreciation from the 

commissioners.  Retired Elections Director Sandy Rich was also recognized and presented a clock for her 

service.   

 

 



Public Hearings 

Planning Director Shelley Stevens appeared before the board to present a rezoning request on behalf of 

Ronnie Ashley.  Chairman Church declared the public hearing open, and there being no public comment, 

the public hearing was declared closed.  Commissioner Branch asked Ms. Stevens if any complaints had 

been fielded regarding this request.  Ms. Stevens responded there had been one question, but no 

complaints.  Commissioner Potter made motion to approve the rezoning request; motion carried 

unanimously.    

Ms. Stevens also presented a rezoning request on behalf of Pastor Jeff Burkhimer and Mountain Grove 

Church.  Chairman Church declared the public hearing open and Larry Clontz and Pastor Jeff Burkhimer 

both addressed the board.  Mr. Clontz owns neighboring property and was concerned how much of the 

acreage from the proposed rezoning would be utilized due to some septic concerns.  Ms. Stevens 

assured him there are rules in place to keep issues such as the one Mr. Clontz had mentioned from 

becoming a problem.  Pastor Burkhimer also stated the potential buyers would only be using a portion 

of the land for their project.  There being no additional public comment, Chairman Church declared the 

public hearing closed.  Commissioner Wilkie made motion to approve the rezoning; motion carried 

unanimously. 

Ms. Stevens also presented a rezoning request on behalf of the Broadway Group.  Chairman Church 

declared the public hearing open.  Stacey Bumgarner Pierce, with HGB properties (landowner), 

addressed the board to explain the benefits of the proposed retail store.  She said the store would 

provide a service to local shoppers, provide tax revenue to the county, and would also provide jobs in 

the area.  Roger McGuire addressed the commissioners to ask that the rezoning be denied because of 

potential harm to property values and the aesthetic of the area.  He also expressed traffic concerns in 

the area and cited accident information he had obtained from Caldwell County Telecommunications.    

Michael Kirby also addressed the commissioners to ask that the rezoning be denied on a basis of traffic 

concerns and the size of the proposed retail business.  Steve Sherrill, son-in-law of Roger McGuire, also 

addressed the board to reiterate Mr. McGuire’s concerns.  Mr. Sherrill also argued that the potential tax 

revenue gained from this establishment would more than likely still be collected because shoppers 

would still spend the money in Caldwell County.  Ms. Stevens addressed some definitions and points of 

clarity and Chairman Church asked if anyone else would like to speak during the public comment period 

regarding the rezoning.  Melissa Ballard with the Broadway Group was asked if she would like to address 

the board.  She indicated she would hold her comments until the Special Use Quasi-Judicial Hearing.  

Chairman Church then declared the public hearing closed.  Commissioner potter made motion to deny 

the rezoning request; motion carried unanimously.   

Because the Broadway Group rezoning request was denied, the Special Use Permit hearing was not 

necessary. 

County Manager Stan Kiser and Finance Director Tony Helton asked the Board if there were any 

additional questions since the budget presentation at the May meeting.  Chairman Church declared the 

public hearing open, and there being no comment, declared the hearing closed.  Commissioner Branch 

made motion to adopt the proposed budget for fiscal year 2020-2021; motion carried unanimously. 

County manager Stan Kiser presented a request from Gamewell Volunteer Fire Department to establish 

a Rescue Service District.  The commissioners previously adopted a resolution to cap any proposed tax at 



5 cents for said district.  The fire department is not requesting any tax at this time.  Chairman Church 

declared the public hearing open, and there being no comment, declared the public hearing closed.  

Commissioner Branch asked Mr. Kiser if the plan was to cap the tax of all future requests for such 

districts at 5 cents as well.  Mr. Kiser responded that was his understanding.  Commissioner Wilkie made 

motion to establish the service district; motion carried unanimously. 

Consent Agenda 

Mr. Kiser requested the commissioners approve the following items on the consent agenda: 

Approve minutes from May 18, 2020 meeting, approve Library Grant Application Request, approve 

memorandum of agreement with NC Cardinal (Library) for 2020-2021, approve Environmental Health 

budget revision of $10,872 from food and lodging distribution, approve interdepartmental budget 

transfers, approve Sheriff’s Department budget revision of $250 for donated funds, approve Animal 

Control budget revision of $10,953.19 for returned project funds, approve WPCOG Block Grant Budget 

Allocation and Provider Designation, approve contract with WPCOG to administer block grant funds, 

approve expenditures of $85,938.30 from Coronavirus Relief Funds for protective measures including, 

protective glass, decontamination apparatuses and materials, temperature scanning materials, and 

HVAC system to maintain integrity of PPE and other Covid-19 related supplies, and approve update fee 

schedule from the Health Department for tele-dental and tele-health.  Chairman Church made motion 

to approve the consent agenda as presented by the County Manager; motion carried unanimously.  

Appointments 

County Clerk presented the following names for appointment/reappointment: 

Randy T. Church and Dr. Richard McBurney to the Board of Health, Robert Semple to JCPC, Mike Norris 

to Granite Falls ETJ (Board of Adjustment) and Scott Reid to Granite Falls ETJ (Planning Board), and Stan 

Kiser (member) and Kim McGee (alternate) to Regional Transit Authority.  Chairman Church made 

motion to approve the appointments/reappointments; motion carried unanimously. 

County Clerk presented a ballot to the commissioners for the following appointments: 

DSS Board, Library Board, CCC&Ti Board, EDC Board, and Planning Board.  Each commissioner voted and 

signed their ballot which will be kept on file.  After ballots were tallied, the appointees are as follows: 

DSS – Chapel Davis 

Library Board – Lisa Deal, Robbie Wilkie 

CCC&Ti Board – Jerry Church 

EDC Board – Alan Merck, Dr. Mark Poarch 

Planning Board – Chad Gragg, Sam Patterson 

There being no more business to conduct, Vice-Chairman LaBrose made motion to adjourn at 7:23 p.m.; 

motion carried unanimously.  

         


